THE 


Moſt Rev. Dr. EDwaRD OYNGF, 
2 Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam's) 


\NSW ER 


T © TI WO. 


| 0BJECTIONS 


Made againſt his 
Charitabls 24 D D R E S 8 


To all She are of the 


COMMUNI ON 


OF THE 


Church of Rows, 


n 


A New era Corrected,” 


Far DP 0 
Printed for T. TR YE, near 3 Gate 1 in 
Holborn, M Dcc XxLv. 


4 : 
. 
* „ 
＋ 
. 
$ 
335 
8 . 
8 
wy 
Tag 
2 
| 
5 


„* 


n 


5 


bY 


3 — 9 
: — 


JF Advertiſement. 
IN the Beginning of April la, 


I recetved a very civil Letter 


from a Perſon with whom I am 


not acquainted, in which he de- 
fres my Anſwer to Two Objecti- 
ons, which he tells me had been 


made by a learned Adverſary, to 


ny Charitable Addreſs. It was ] 
about a Month before I could get 
Iime, from other Buſineſs of Im- YR 


purtance, to ſet about the Per- 


formance of this eaſy Task. And 
hoping that what Ihave writ may 


give Satisfattion to others, in 


ſome very neceſſary Points, as 


well as to the Gentleman who 


4 kes this Requeſt to me, Foie 
thought it would not be amiſs to 


publiſh it to the World. © 


IVhen I had almoſt finiſhed this 
Paper, I received another ſuch 
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"EE in Print: deſigned e to 
paſs for an Anſexer 70 my whole 
Addreſs; the omitting to take the 
Leaſt notice of ſome of the mojt ma- 
terial Things contained iu it. But 
having much Buſineſs to ſettle in 
my Dioceſe, from which I _ 
bong heen forced to be abſeut, ii, 
nd} be fome Time before I can 1 
gin to tale this Performance ini 
fall Con, 2/rderation. As ſoon as 1 
have Lage, I intend 4 God ai 
"ng 1% ao M 


Epw. Tu Au. 


ANSWER, G.. 


87 


a Fn TE OO NC I IE 33 1 
IIR, Dublin, May 28. 1728. 
ae 1 Fo - ii 
HAT the Anſwer which I 4 
9Q& ſhall give to the Objectionsçsgs 
(> contain'd in your Letter may 


— 


O de the clearer, give me Leave 
to put you in mind of a few Things. 
When I publiſh'd my Charitable Ad- 
dreſs to all who are of the Communiou 
F the Church of Rome; it was not 
my Deſign therein to confute their 
Errors (which has already been often 
5 | done "| 


Frey 


" 6. 05 
done by n more able Pens chin: mine) 
but only to put them upon a ſerious iſ 
and diligent Enquiry into the” Truth: | 
end Lawfulneſs o, the ſeveral. Things 
-  wehich they profeſs and frattiſe ; as 1. 
pbave expreſsly ſaid 9 36. Page 64. 
In order to this, after a ſhort Re- 
preſentation of the Sin and Danger 
into which a Man runs by refuſing or 
neglecting to enquire into the Ground 
and Reaſon of his Religion, and the I t 
ſeveral Parts and Branches of it; I c 
| 
A 


thought it moſt proper to lay before 
them the Sum and Subſtance. of that 
Religion, by the ſincere Profeſſion and Wl © 
Practice of which a Man is duly qua- & 
lified, even according to the Remiſb ©: 
Principles, to be a ſound and faithful 
Member of Chriſt's Church, and con- 
ſequently, if he therein perſiſts, to at- 
tain to everlaſting Salvation. Which 
I thought could not better be done, 
|. than by giving a full Account of every} 
thing which the Church of Rome fe 
quires to be profeſſed and practiſed by 
every. one whom ſhe admits into her 
Communion by the Holy Sacramen 
of Baptiſm. And this I have goo | 
wy 


18 


auch of the Office of Baptitm con- 
tained in the Roman Ritual as Was 
neceſſary for that purpoſe. 

And ſince not one of thoſe . 
which Pope Pius, upon the Autho- 


101 to the Chriſtian Faith, is required 
leved or made Profeſſion of in order 


to Baptiſm; JI deſired them well to 
1 confider by what Authority the Be- 


re lief or Profeſſion of theſe additional 


at MW Articles is or ought to be required 
ad from any one in order to his eternal 


a- Salvation, or as neceſſary thereunto; WW 


„es that. Pope, in the Concluſion of his 
full Profeſton of Faith, ſets them forth 
-o be. To which Difficulty the only 


given, being that all theſe. additional 
Articles are ſufficiently contained in 


additional Articles are defined and eſta- 
e I thought the moſh BOY Wi 


eren by the Church of Rome to be be- 


Anſwer that ever IJ have heard to be 


rity of the Council of T1 rent, has ad- 5 


that one Article of the Apoſtles Creed 

wherein we profeſs our Belief of the 
Holy Catholick Church. (by: whoſe Au- 
thority it is pretended — all theſe 


linzly pr” done: by tranſlating I "MN 
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| to ſet Weir right in this Mites 4 woot 
de to lay before them the Explication 
of this important Article, I believe the 
Hy Catholick Church, as it is moſt 
| plainly contained in the Roman Cate- 
cChiſi publiſhed by Authority: Which 
Explication I have accordingly given 
F 11, Sc. and deſire you again to read 
and conſider.. 
The leaned Adverfary, whom you ll * 
mention, allows that I have fairly re- 
_ preſented the Senſe of the Roman Ca- il © 
zechiſm in this Point; and yet he ob- { 
jects to the Doctrine which he allows Ill * 
J have taken ont of it. But he ought 
to conſider that this Doctrine which I | 
have thus laid down, touching he Ho. 
® Catholick Church, is indeed the 
drine of the Roman Catechiſm : 
And therefore it is incumbent upon 
| Himſelf either to anſwer his own Ob- 
jection; or elſe to reject that Autho- I * 
rity by which this Catechiſin is eſta- f 
bliſhed. I deſire him to do which of Ml \ 
the two he thinks beſt. 5 
But it is reafonable that, br your 8 
Satisfaction, I ſhould conſider his Ob- 
"and Thus kh: you tell me, he 0 


e 


„I . ↄ %%% ¾œ⁵ĩE . OI LES Os £: 


ues, d. That though we are % i 
5 a to believe in the Church. at u . 
ve in Gad, yet the Creed oblige : 
us to belteve 745 there is a Holy Ca. 
tholick. 5 and, the Scripture i 
commanding us . to hear that Church il 
upon Pain Ls an Anathema, hat w i 
we as implicit a Faith to her Decreess i 
a if the Creed had enjoined us to believe | Þ þ 
in the Church. 1 
| Here then I deſire you to bite = 

that he expreſsly ſays, (as the Roman bl! 
Catechiſm alſo does) that vue are not j 

to believe in the Church as ue beljkeve | | 
t Cad. Now the very utmoſt Belief " 
chat we have or can have in God, is, ] 
chat when once we are aſſured chat = 
e uach or fuch a particular Doctrine is + 
. Wl dliver'd by God; although 


n WW trine and x 6 Grounds and Nahe 6 uy 
tt are beyond our Commprehenſion, yet 
„Le are bound to believe it to be true, | 5 
„bor this Reaſon alone, becauſe. God, 1 
f whoſe Knowledge is infinite, and Ve- | 
neity undoubted, has been pleaſed ta. > 
r ive it out and deliver it to us; Which 
-I uſually call'd an implicit Faith II 
e then, (as he aſſerts) Wwe. owe as. 1m " 
6 s | © han 0 


(10 


plicit a Faith to the Decrees of | the 


Church, as if the Creed had enjoined 


us to believe in the Chutch 3 are we 
not hereby in Reality o to be. 


lieve in the Church in the very ſame 
manner as we believe in God? Which 
is directly contrary to what the Ro- 


man Catechiſm expreſsly maintains, 


and is fully granted in the Objection. 
Or elſe let him tell us plainly whether 
to have an implicit Faith in God, and 
an implicit Faith in the Church, be 
not in the very ſame manner to be- 
heve in the Church as we believe in 
God; or wherein lies the Difference? 
He ought therefore to make this Ob- 
jection confiſtent with itſelf, and alſo 
with the plain Doctrine of the Roman 
| Catechiſm before he can have any Right 
to inſiſt upon it. . 
But it is urged in the Objection, that 
the Scripture commands us to hear 
THAT Church upon Pain of an Ana- 
thema. That Church f What Church, 
I pray, is it which the Seripture thus 
commands us to bear? And in what 
Caſe does it ſo command us? The 


Place referred to is Matt. xvili. 4p 57 
1 | 10, 17. 


4 
1 
« 


kt AE. 0 i 
36, 17. The Words are theſe; If thy 
Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 
go and tell him his Fault between 
thee and him alone : If be ſhall hear 
thee, thou haſt gain'd thy Brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then 
take with thee one or two more, that 
in the Mouth of two or three Mit- 
neſſes every Word may be eftabliſhed., _ 
And if” he ſhall neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the Church: But if he” 
neglect to hear the Church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen Man and a 
Publican. e 
Now here I deſire you to obſerve, 
0 that our Bleſſed Saviour, whoſe Words 
theſe are, does not in them make any 
Mention, or offer the leaſt Suggeſtion 
concerning Doctrines of Faith, or Er- 
tors in Religion ; but only ſpeaks of 
lach private Injuries, Wrongs, or Of- 
fences, as one Man may be ſuppoſed 
to do or give to another. 1f thy Bro- 
ther ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, &c. 
Theſe are the only Things which, in 
this Place, he directs to be referred to 
the Judgment of the Church, in Caſe 
that the Perſon who has done the 
„„ WMrong 


„ 
Wrong or gren the Offence refute 
upon private nan to make 
Satisfaction. 

Obſerve alſo that Fact (which 
| originall y is a Greek Word, and 1 in the 
Place now under Confideration is ren- 
dred the Charch) properly” ſignifies 
nothing elſe but an Aſſembly, of what 
Sort ſoever it may be. Thus, in the 
19th Chapter of the A#s of the 4M. 
poſtles, the tumultuous Meeting of Ml | 
the People of Epbeſus in the Theatre, 
v. 29. is, in the vulgar Latin, con- 
formable to the Greek, called Ecole 

rat enim Eccleſia confuſa : Fir 
"the Aſſembly Was confuſed, * 2 
And dimiſit OT, He. diſmiſſed 
the Aſſembly, v. Thus alſo, in 
the ſame hape tho ſupreme Court 
of Judicature within that City is called 
| Eccleſia... In legitina Eccleſia f- 
terit ab 72 di: I ſhall be determined 
in a lawful Aſſembly, v. 39. If then 
we litterally and exactly tranſlate this 
Expreſſion of our Blefſed Saviour's, 
upon which the  Romiſh. Divines lay 
ſo great a Streſs; thus the Words are 


to be render d, — Lell it zinto the 54 
- ly 


S ͤ fin, Ä es ] ] 12 . ˙ . ˙—- I ve. 
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ſenbly: But if be negle& to hear the 
Aſembly, &c. But in other Places of 
the New Teſtament the Word Ecclefia 
s in a peculiar Manner uſed to denote 
an Aſſembly, Congregation, or Com- 
pany of Men profeſſing the Chri- 


{tan Faith, to whom, in the Engliſh | 


Tongue, we give the Name of a 
Churer... 

Here then I deſire an expreſs and 
clear Anſwer to a very plain and fair 
Queſtion. Our Bleſſed Saviour ſays, 


If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt 
thee [and will not hearken to any pri- 
4 # 


vate and friendly Admonition] rell 
unto the Church | Dic Ecclefie.| But 
if he negle& to hear the Church [St 
autem Kccleffam non audierit] let 


bim be unto thee as an Heathen Mun, 


&, Now what Church, Afembly, 


Congregation, or Company of Men is 


the Word 


it which is here meant b 


Fcclgſa? It cannot be the Catheliak 


Church : Nor is it pretended that ev 


private Chriſtian ſhould, in ſuch Caſes 5 


as are here ſpoken of, lay his Com- 


plaint before God's faithful People 


diſperſed hog. the whole World ; 
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which is the true Notion of the Catbo. 
Hick: Church that is given us by the 
Roman Catechiſm. The Romiſb Di- 


vines then are forced to acknowledge 


that by the Church, in this Place, no 
more is meant but that particular 
Part of the Catholick Church of which 
the Perſon complained of is imme- 
ately a Member, or rather, the Pa- 
tors. of ſuch particular Church, to 
whoſe Judgment and Cenfure the Par- 


| is bed. 


_ Farther then I demand, Is any par- 
ticular Church, or, are the Paſtors of 
ſuch a Church infallible? And is it 
not poſſible that they may ſometumes | 
be miſtaken in their Judgment and 
Determination of ſuch . Caſes as our 
Saviour here directs to be brought be- 
fore them? I mean the Caſes of ane 
Brether's treſpaſſing againſt another, 
which is the only thing that, in this 
Place, he is ſpeaking of? No Romi 
Divine has ever maintained ſuch an 
Infallibility as this : Except, perhaps 
ſome of the Jeſuits, who have, been | 
charged with teaching, that the Hope 
(eſpecially if aſſiſted by his CORY 

Pm. : 


E Ta” 

of _ is infallible even in Mi- 
ters of Fact. But this extravagant Do- 
e arine is rejected by all other ſober 
Men even of the Church of Rome. 

e W If then, in this Place now under our 

0 WW Conſideration, our Saviour does not 
bo much as intimate any thing con- 
h cerning the Catholitk Church, or her 
Decrees in Matters of Faith and” Re- 
- ligion ; but ſpeaks only of each par- } 
0 ticular Church or Aſſembly of Which | 
- the Perſon to be complained of is 
2 ſuppoſed to be a. Member; and with 1 
7 relation to no other Caſe but chat bf 

of one Brothers treſpaſſh ng lor -finning]* 
it W cgainſt another; and if no ſuch par- 

Wl {cular Church” is infallible in ſuch _ || 
1d WF Caſes, or indeed in any other; How 6 
ur can any thing from hende be inferred | | || 
eto prove the Infallibility of the Cabo. 
. e Church, or of any Church what- 
ever; eſpecially in ſuch Matters as are 
is not here at all ſpoken of? Or that ve | 
ce an zmplicit faith to the Decrees | 
"WY the Church, as is urged in the Ob- 
PW iction? He WhO would prove the 
en Church to be infallible, and that we 
be arc obliged to receive her Doctrines 
TT 
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* 


other Arguments for his Opinion; for 
no ſuch Thing is either {aid or imply'd 
in theſe Words of cur. Bleſſed Sa- 
_—_—_ ES 
hut, it may be, you will ask, What 

then is the true Meaning of thoſe 


Words, F he neglett to hear the 


Church, let him be unto thee as an 
Heathen Man and a Publican? It 
were enough for me to anſwer, that it 

already appears that they neither have 
nor can with any Reaſon be ſuppoſed 
to have any ſuch Meaning as the Ob- 
jection would put upon them. - But, 


for your farther Satisfaction, I ſhall 


7 : * : - Py 1 e — x * I TR. nn _ 
*'s * 1 9 7 . * 2 OF, Res * 
. * - Ws 
g 9 2462 — 
1 . . ; ; | : 4 W 1 
* - * 2 
' : a N : 
| = 2 * 
S- = © 2 
1 [2 . * 
- . 
& 5 , 
: — 4 
K N 
55 * . 
. ; : 5 - 1 
-- ö — 
* — * * s > 


ith an implicit Faith, muſt find ſome 


a a. — — —_—— — — — £m a. « 


tully lay open the plain Meaning of | 


the whole Paſſage: Whereby it will 


be as manifeſt as the Light at Noon- 


day, that the Remiſh Dcarine of In. 
fallibility ard implicit Faith can ne- 


ver be ſupf orted by it, or any part 


cular Words or Expreſſion in it. 

At the time ar he our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour was upon the Earth, the Jews, 
who then (although in a State of great 


Corruption) were God's only viſible 
Church, were under the Power and 


Domi- 


(y 

Dominion ot a Heathen Government: 5 
And He, who knew all Things, per- 
fly - foreſaw.. that the Chri/tien 
Church, which was ſoon to be plant- * 
ed, would, all of it for many Vears, 
and ſome of it for many more, be ex- 
actly in the ſame or the like Condi- 
tion. It being therefore highly neceſ- 
fary that all the Profeſſors of the true 
Relivioh ſhould maintain the greateſt 
Peace and Amity among themſelves x 
eſpecially when their Enemies would 
watch all Opportunities to divide, and 
thereby to deſtroy both them and the. 
Profeſſion of their Religion; among 
many Other excellent Rules which, 


| wn this and other good Purpoſes, he 


as pleaſed to give them, one is con- 
a in the Words which I have a- 


bove tranſcribed- Tf; (fays Chriſt) thy 


Brother, a Profeſſor of the ſame true 
Religion with thyſelf, ſpall tre paſs. 
againſt thee; if he does thee Wrong, 


or by any ſinful Misbehavicur gives 
thee Ground of Offence; Firſt endea- 
vour in the moſt private Manner you 
can to reclaim him; Go and tell bim 


his Fault between thee and him alone. 
1 13 If 


F be fall hear IA ad by this thy 
loving Admonition- become ſenſible of 


what he has done amiſs, thou Faſt 


gain'd thy Brether by bringing him 
to Repentance. But if he will not 
Hear thee, then take "with thee one er 


two more, and in their Preſe nce ad- 


| moniſh him again; that in the Mouth 
of tuo cr three Witneſſes every Werd 
may be eſtabliſhed : And if be ſhall 
neglect to hear them; if their Admo- 
nition joined with thine will not work 
upon him; tell it unto the Church: 
Make the whole Matter known to the 
Aſſembly or Congregation with whom 


BM you both join in the Worſhip and Ser- 


vice of God, that they, in a regular 


1 Way, may alſo admoniſh him. But if, 


in ſuch a Caſe as this, he neglect to 
hear the Church; if he deſpiſes their 
Admonitions and Cenſures, and will 
not thereby be brought to Repen- 
tance; have no more to do with him, 
look upon him no longer as a Bro- 
ther, but let bim be unto. thee as an 
Heathen Man and a Publican. © 
This is moſt manifeſtly the full-and 


plwain ae of theſe Words of our 


Bleſſed 


(ig). 


ce of the Primitive Church was con- 
formable to the Rule here laid down 
ss moſt notorious. If one Chriſtian 
ad a Matter againſt another, he was 


or Unbehevers, but to lay his Caſe be- 
fore the Saints, 1 Cor. vi. 1, &c. He 
who /nned and did not ſhew ſufficient 


»— —y CR — %» 


buked before all, or in the open Con- 
gregation, 1 Tim. v. 20. They that 


were unruly were to be warned; 


Ge LY bas WY * 


on as the Duty of every Chriſtian, to 


Bleſſed Saviour: And that the Prac- 


not to go fo Law before the Unjuſt 
signs of Repentance, was to be re- 


1 Te. v. 14. And it was look'd up- 


wthidraw himſelf from every Bro- 


tber that ſhould wall di ſorderiy, and WW 
„vr after the Tradition, (that is to ii 
0 WW fay, the Doctrines and Rules delivered . WW 
r by the Apoſtles, which they them- 

il WW {lives had received from Chriſt and 
the Holy Spirit, and) which the ſeve- 

„ nl Churches received of them, 2 Theſſ. 

-. 6. And again; ( fays St. Paul) If | 
ny Man obey not our Word by this 10 
Eßbiſtle, note that Man, and have no Io 
d Company with him, ver. 14. Alſo, I Ii 
4 bove written unto you not to keep j. | 


Company, 


| | £ 20. * | 
Company, if any Man that” ir called 
a Brother be a Forni cator, or Cove. 
tous, or an Idolater,. or à Railer, or 
A Druntbard, or an Extortioner, with 
ſuch an one no not to cat; 1 Cor. v. 
11. And immediately after, --Do nat 
ye judge them that are within. your 
- own Church or Congregation I | 
Therefore put away from among your- | 
N that wwicked Perſon, ver. 12, 13. 
Thus the Practice of the Primitive 
Church gives us a very plain Inlet into 
the true Meaning of thoſe Words of « 
our Bleſſed Saviour, If be neglect t 
Hear the Church, let him be-anto tler 
as an Heathen Mon and a Publicun; t 
and ſhews us to what Sort of Caſes t. 
they relate. But what Ground there © 
is from hence to infer, that ae oe 1 
an implicit Faith to the Decrees of ble 3 
. Church in her Determination of Doc- / 
-trines (for that is it Which the Ob-W 0 
jection means) I profeks 1 am mot _ at 
to _ 0 
Baut it may be: asked, Does not St. P 
Paul give plain and ofitive.” Direc - o 
tion that a Man that. is an Heretict I 1 
After the firſt and "JO ww | 9 
| ould 


ould be r jected, and aſt out of the 


tines which they teach, and we deny, 


17 21 ) ; 


Church ? path is not he who denies 
any Doctrine taught by the Church as 
Matter of Faith, to be look'd upon 
as an Heretick? I anſwer, That if 
Church, or all the Churches in 
he World, ſhould teach any Doctrine 
which never was taught by God, a 
Man 1s not to be looked on as an He- 
retick for denying ſuch a Doctrine. 
What therefore we A and that 
very reaſonably, is, that the Church 
of Rome ſhould ſt that the Doc- 


have been taught by Cod: For until 
they can do this, they have no Right : 
to call us Hereticks for not receiving - 
ch Doctrines. Neither does St. Pau! 
in the Place quoted, ſo much as ſug- 
geſt that a Man is to be called an He. 
retick, barely for denying the Truth IM 
of a Doctrine (which ſometimes may 
ariſe only from ſome Weakneſs in his 
Underſtanding, which is not in his 
Power to help ; ) as will appear by his 
own Words, which are theſe, 717. . 
10, 11. 4 Man that is an Heretic, 
ofter the fiſt and ſecond Admonition, 
| 1 roject: 


* * 


re edt ES, that. he that Fr « ſuch 
7s 5 and finneth, berng . n- 
demned of himſelf. Cum fit. proprio * 
judicio condemnatus, He being con- er 
demned by His Own Tudgment, as the 1 
Vulgar Latin renders it. th 
According to St. Paul e a Manu 
is not to be accounted as an Heretich, I 
becauſe he denies the Truth of a Doc- : 
trine; exeept his Denial thereof be & 
in 205 ul, and he himſelf therein condemn- h 
by his cwn.* udgment, If ſufficient { 
Reaſons and Arguments are , propoſed 
to a Man to convince him that this 0: a 
that particular Doctrine is tau ght by” 
God, and it plainly appears char it is 
not Want of Conviction, but ſome * 
wicked Obſtinacy that makes him perfil 
in giving Oppoſition to it; ſuch a Man 
may well be looked upon as a perverſe 
Man; and if the Doctrine which he 
rejects be a Fundamental of the Chri- 
tian Faith, he ought to be rejected of © 
an Heretich-: "BE if the Proof that p 
the Doctrine is from God be not very 
plain and clear, and the Objections 
which he makes to it are ſuch as well 1 


may influence a wiſe and good Man; : 
8 e 


8 5 


or the Man's Error be not a direct De- 
3 nial of the Doctrine itſelf, but only of 
che Explication which ſome Men put 


A lumſelf peaceably and modeſtly, and is 
Man of virtuons and good Life; I 
del defire to know, What Authority God 
has given to any Church upon Earth 
to condemn ſuch a Man, and caſt Him 
el aut as an Heretic? The Apoſtles 


by *t claim' any abſolute Power or Do- 
+ WY 1112797 over the. Faith of Chriſtians ; 
mel 2 Cor. i. 24. Neither did they give Com- 
coll nifſion to the Paſtors of the Church to 


v. 3. But what more abſolute Domz- 
mon, or great Lord/hiþ can poſſibly be 


exerciſed over the Faith and Conſcien- 


es of Men, than to require them In- 


hat //:citly to believe whatever Doctrines 
ry ſhall be determined or defined-by other 
55 Men like themſelves, without any In- 
ell quiry to be made into the Truth of 
mz em, or the original Ground upon 
or which they are founded. 


or if God does not require the Belief 


upon it; and if in all this he behaves 


themſelves (tho' divinely inſpired) did 


be Lords over God's Heritage; 1 Pet. 


But 


r 


. ᷣͤ . 
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But is every private Man allowed to 
judge of the Truth of theſe Doctrines 
which the Church has determined, and 
requires to be believed? What Power 
the Church has to determine any ſuch 
Doctrines, farther than God himſelf in 
his holy Word has determined them, 
I do not now enquire : But be this as 
it will, either a private Man muſt judge 
with his own Judgment, that a Doctrine 
is true, (however for private Ends he 
may endeavour to trifle that Judgment) 
or elſe it is impoſſible that he ſhould be 
condemned by his own Judgment for not 
believing it; which St. Paul has told 
us he muſt be, or elſe that he cannot 
be rejected as an Heretick, And that 
our Bleſſed Savionr and his Apoſtles do 
appeal to the particular Judgment o 
every Man is beyond Diſpute. Yea and 
why even of yourſelves judge ye mit 
what is right? Luke xit. 57. Judge 
not according to the Appearance, but 
judge righteous Judgment, John Vi. 
24. Prove all Things; hold faſt that 
-2ohich is good; 1 Theſſ. v. 21. 1fpeak 
as to wiſe Men, judge ye what 1 455 
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1 Cor. x. 15. Believe not every Spirit; 
but try the Spirits, whether they are 
of God, 1 John iv. 1. Be ready always 
to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that 
in is in you, 1 Pet. ui. 15. Which plainly 
n, ſuppoſes that every Chriſtian ought to 
have ſuch Reaſon for his Religion, (up- 
on which he grounds his Hope) as is fit 
to ſatisfy any other Man who acts him 
about 1 Re nn 
It is umpoſſible for a Man to beheve 
a Doctrine, except he gives his Afent 
to the Truth of it. It is impoſſible for 
him thus to give his Aſent, except he 
judges the Doctrine to be true. And it 
is impoſſible for him thus to judge ex- 
cept he does it with His own Judgment. 

If an Angel from Heaven ſhould teach 
any Doctrine that is contrary to the G0. 
fel, St. Paul gives me to underſtand 
that Jam not to believe him, Gal. i. 8. 
But how can I judge whether a Doctrine 
be contrary to the Goſpel or not, if I 
do not make uſe of my own Judgment 
to find out what the Goſpel is, and what 


2 


Doctrines it contains? 
But ſuppoſing that God has determi- 
:: 


fied a Docti ine, and requires the Beli 
of it; may any private Man take 
Him to. judge of the Truth of nch a 4 
Doktrins 1 . u © For if 
he does not judge that the Doctrine is 
true, it is abſolutely impoſfible for kin 
to believe it, or give his Aſent to it; 
as I have juſt now faid, But then there 
neither is nor can be a ſtronger Reaſon 
for a Man to judge that a Doctrine js 
true, then when it appears to him that 
God, whoſe Knowle ge is infinite; and 
who cannct he, (Tit. 1. 2.) has fo de- 
termined it. But whether God has in 
Reality fo determined ſuch a Doctrine 


or not, the Man muſt make uſe of his 
| own Judgment to find out. For if he 


does not judge with bis own Judgment 
that there is ſuch a Divine Determination 
of the Doctrine, he cannot be condemned 
by His own Judgment for not believing 
it; as J have already faid: Neither is i 
poſſible. for him to believe or give his 
Aſſent to any thing but what he judges 
5 to be true. 
The Rom ſb Divines tell me, that 


atten a lawful Pope, in Conjunction 


with a ae General Counctl, has der 
 texmingd 


F.4 


be convinced, either that God has given | 


\ 


ſindering, that ſome- General Councils are 
wholly, and ſome partly rejected) ; or, 
chat che Pope and General Council have 
made ſuch a particular Determination? 
e leſpecially conſidering, that even the 
Komiſh Divines themſelves have differ d 
e in the Interpretation of ſome of the De- 
1 crees of their Councils): How (I ay) 
N WW am I to be convinced of theſe moſt ma. 
terial and important Points; except it 
be by mak ing uſe of my own Judgment, 
Reaſon, and Underſtanding, as well as 1! 
can, to inquire into them? If I am told, | 
that in theſe Points I am to receive my. 
Inſtruction from the lawful Paſtors of 
the Church; the like Queſtions return. 
How am I to be convinced that, in all 
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theſe Matters, God requires me to be 
guided by the Inſtruction of theſe lau- 
ful Paſtors, rather than by my own 
Uunderftanding ? How ſhall I be aſſured 
who thefe /awful Paſtors are ? Are they 
the Greets, Armenians, Neſtorians, 
Romaniſts, Jeſuits, Janſeniſis, or Pro- 
teſtant Clergy ? And laſtly, How ſhall 
I be affured, that all the * Paſtors 
(in Caſe I find them out) will give me 
the ſame Inſtructions ? or if, in ſome 
very material Things, the French and 
Talians, the Jeſuits and the Fanſeniſts, 
&c, differ one from the other, which 
of their Inſtructions does God require 
that I ſhould follow? Nothing is more 
| 11 than that every honeſt Man's 

Religion is and muſt of Neceſſity be 


grounded upon his own Judgment: One 


Man makes Choice of that Church 


| which he Judges to be the true one; 


and from this Church would learn the 
true Religion. Another endeayours to 
find out the true Religion, and thereby 
to come to the Knowledge of the true 
Church: And each of them, if they are 
ſincere, moſt certainly chuſes that 
Way and Method which in hs own 
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yudgiment he takes to be right: But 


lince the Profeſſion of the true Religion 


is the only ſure and certain Token of 


the true Church; I fee not how it is 


poſſible for any Man to Luhe which is 
the true Church, except he firſt ae : 


which is the true: Religion. 


If a Roman Divine were now d | 


vouring to convert an Unbeliever, and 


to bring him into Chriſ's Church: 


Would it not be moſt reaſonable that 
the Unbeliever ſhould deſire to be in- 
formed what thoſe particular Dottrines 


are, which Chriſtianity preſctibes to be 


believed and profeſſed in order to 


vation; what the true Meaning of each 
ſuch Doctrine is, and how the Truth 


and Neceſſity of believing and profeſ- 
ling it is to be proved ? And if the Di- 


vine ſhould tell him that he ought not 


to enquire into theſe Things; but that 


he ought to believe, and profeſs the 
Belicf of each Doctrine as the Church 


has determined it, and this with ELIT 
prcrt Faith, as the Objection expreſ- 


cs it: Would it not farther be reaſon- 
able for the Unbelieverto demand, Who 


thoſe Perſons are of which this Church 


RM 5 1s 


„ 
is compoſed? What are the particular 
Doctrines which they have determi- 
ned? How it appears that they have 
fo determined them? - What is the true 
and full Import of each of theſe Deter- 
minations? And who gave them Au- 
thority ſo to impoſe their Determina- 
tions upon him? Or would it be even 
ſſible for a rational Heathen, Jew, or 
Deiſt, fincerely to embrace the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, as it is taught in the 
Church f Rome, until theſe ſeveral 
Queſtions ſhould be ſo clearly and di- 
ſtinctly anſwered, as might give him full 
Satisfaction in his own private Judg- 
ment? And what other Rule could ſuch 
a Man have, except his own Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, whereby to judge 

of ſuchAnſwers as, upon this Occaſion, 
fhould be given him? Or why ſhould 
not every Man, who is baptized and 
| bred up in the Chriſtian Chureh,, have 
as ſure: and ſolid a Foundation for his 
Faith and Religion (upon which he 
builds his Hope of Salvation) as one 
who was to be converted from Infide- 
ut can the illiterate and ignorant _ 


— 
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that God has made of ſuch Mat- 


hs T6) 


of Mankind, (wh ich always hive hw | 


much the greater Number);be any way 
qualified to ſudge of the myſterious 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity ?. Such as are 


that of the Bleſſed Trinity, the Incar- 
nation of Chriſt, &c. I anſwer, That as 
far as they are qualified to believe ſuch 
Doctrines they muſt of neceſſity be qua- 
fed to puage of them; it being mani- 


feſtly impoſſible for any Man to believe 


or give his Aſſent to a Doctrine, except 
he ſudges it to be true. Fhe moſt learn- 


ed Men have but very weak and imp 
tect Notions of the Chriſtian Myſteries: 


We know in part, and we prophefie in 
part. We ſee through a glaſs darkly 


[in ænigmate, in @ Riddle ;, as the Vul- 
gar Latin, and the Margin of our Trani 


lation render it from the Greet] 1 Cor. 
xiii, 9, 12. But as far as God hass 
thought fit to reveal them, ſo far and 
no farther can we be obliged to believe 


them; becauſe what God reveals is 
moſt certainly true, nor have we a 


Knowledge of theſe Things beſide what 
comes from his Revelation of them. 
All the Revelation which we can find, 


* 


OCH} 
ters, is contained in the Holy Ser 
tures; and that the Holy Scriptures are 
of Divine Authority, is proved by ſuch 


Arguments as a Man of a mean Capa- 
city is very capable of apprehending. 


Whatever Doctrine therefore an un- 
learned or learned Man finds to be 


contained in the Holy Scriptures, altho 


it may be beyond his Capacity to form 
a clear Notion of 1 it, yet he has fufficient 
Ground to judge it to be true, becauſe 
God has in. it ; and thus far, and 
for this Reaſon, he 4s obliged to give 

his Aſſent to it and heliewe it, And ak 
though, for the ſake of Peace, he ought 
to acquieſce in thoſe Expreſſions which 
are agreeable to the Scriptures, though 
not containied; in them, and have for a 


long time been made uſe of in the Chri- 


ſtian Church to denote her Senſe of the 
Myſteries of Religion (remembring the 
— Charge which St. Paul gives us, 
that we ſtrive not about M ords, 2 Tim. 
V. 14.) yet he is no way bound to ex- 
tend the Meaning of ſuch Expreſſion 
beyond what is mention'd in the Scrip- 


tures themſelves. For, as ſuch Myſte- 


ries can only be revealed by God. ſo 


our 


"OO * 

door Belief of them can be built upon 1 ne 
other Foundation but the Word of God, 
and not upon the Words of any Man or 
Men whatever; except we are ſure that 


ſuch Words, though utter'd by Man, 
were dictated or inſpired by Gd. 
I think I have ſaid enough to con- 
vince you, that we do not owe impli- 
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ait Faith to the Decrees of the Church; 
particularly not in Matters of Doctrine, ö 
„ (which is what the Objection would 
| I infinuate, and the Romiſb Divines pre. 
tend that we are obliged to) nor is this 
any Part of the Meaning of our Bleſſed | i 
t Wl Saviour, when he directs us to hear the © i | 
urch. Read the whole Paſſage over. | | 
again, and you may plainly ſee that by [| 
be Church, there, is meant not the 
- BW univerſal or Catholic Church; not le | | 
e Pape and a General Council; but only Mt 
e the particular Church, Congregation, = 
„or Aſſembly, of which the Men, who Wh 
me ſuppoſed to have fome Contention - 1 
between them, happen to be Member:: i 
Nor is any thing there ſpoken, or fo MW 
much as intimated, about Matter of 
Doctrine, but only of Diſcipline, in | 
which the moft learned of the Roms Ii 
r Divines li 
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Divines do not maintain the-Church's 
Infallibilify, In Matters of Diſcipline, 
| ſubmit even to an unjuſt Decree, rather 

than diſturb the Peace of the Church; 
provided that nothing ſinful or unlaw- 
ful is required from him. But in Matters 
of Faith and Doctrine it is impoſſible 


x SHE: > 


for him to believe or give his Aﬀent to 


any thing as true, becauſe the Church 
has ſo determined it ; if he has better 
Reaſons and ſtronger Arguments to 
convince him that it is falſe, * 
For the better ſtrengthening of this 
fame Objection, you tell me, ſome 
Words of St. Auguſtine are urged and 


* 


inſiſted upon. But if the Doctrine of 


implicit Faith to the Decrees of tbe 
_ Church, cannot be ſupported by the 
Authority of our Bleſſed Saviour, who 
is the Founder of the Church, and 
the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
(Heb. xii. 2.) nor by that of the: Apo- 


ſtles, who declared all the Counſel of 


God, (Acts xx. 27.) Will any ſober Man 
venture his Faith and Salvation upon 
the Opinion of St. Augu/tine, who lived: 
not until about Four hundred Years 
KUL about! 8 


ter "— or 80 teak of any o- 
ther Man, who, though a learned and 
pious Man, was not inß pired by God 
in all that he faid or ow 2 But let us 
hear theſe Words of St. Auguſtine, 
which are fo ſtrenuouſly infiſted upon 
by ſeveral of the Romrſh Writers, 1 
ſrould nat (ſays he) believe the Goſpel. 
if God, if I were not thereunto moved 
by the Author1 ty of the Cathalich 
Church : And really I fay the very 
ſame thing. 1 . —. 5 the Goſpel to be 
of Divine Authority, not only becauſe 
it contains all the moral Fo of God, * 
which is made known to us by our own 
natural Reaſon, but chiefly becauſe 7e. 
ſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who taugt 
it to the World, wrought many Mi- 
ncles for the Confirmation of it; and 
many Prophecies were exactly fulfilled 
in the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. If it be 1 
demanded, How am aſſured what par= |} 
ticular Doctrines and Rules of Life the 
Goſpel contains, and what Evidence! 
have that theſe Miracles were wrought, | 
ad theſe Prophecies thus fulfilled ; 1 
anſwer, that a faithful Relation of all 
theſe Matters is contained in the Holy 
Senn 


, 
| Seriptures, partly of the Old, and more 
fully in thoſe of the New Teſtament. 
And if I am farther asked, What Aſſu- 
rance I have that all theſe Matters are 
faithfully related in the Holy Scrip. 
tures; my Anſwer is, that the Jeu 
Church, ' unto whom were committed the 
Oracles of God, (Rom. iii. 2.) moſt] 
_ carefully preſerved the Scriptures tf 
the Old Teftament That theſe Scrip- 
tures were received and owned, as the 
Word of God, by Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles : That he Scriptures o the} 
New Teſtament were written by ſome 
of thoſe very Perſons whom Chri/# ſent 
to preach the Goſpel, (Mark xvi. 15.) 
and to confirm the fame by Miracles, 
v. 17.) That the Holy Scriptures both 
of the Old and New Teſtament were 
faithfully tranſlated into all, or almo 
all Languages, and Multitudes of Co- 
| pics thereof diſperſed through eve 
Part of the Chriſtian Church, and are tq 
this Day carefully preſerved in ever 
Place where Chriſtianity is profeſs di tl 
It is therefore upon the Authority ol tt 
this uni verſal Teſtimony, which is give u 
to the Holy Scriptures by the es 5 it 
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tha ck Church of all Ages and Places, 
throughout the World, that I believe 
them to be now the ſame as they were 
in the Days of the Apoſtles; and that 
they contain a faithful Account of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and of the Prophecies 
and Miracles by which the Truth of it 
is abundantly confirmed and eſtabliſhed, 
In a Word; the univerſal Teſtimony, - ' 
not of the Church of Rome alone, but, 
of all the Chriſtians that ever were or 
are upon the Face of the Earth, is a 
ſufficient Autherity for my believing 
the Hiſtorical Part of the Holy Sctip- 
tures to be true; and whoſoever is 
fully convinced of the Truth of the 
Scripture Hiſtory, muſt, I think, rea- 
dily acknowledge that all the Doctrine, 
which is confirmed by the Facts there- 
in recorded, is moſt certainly from God. 

Thus then we may plainly ſee what 
is the true and rational Meaning of Hieſe 
celebrated Words of St. Age and 
in what Senſe it is to be underſtood, 
that his Belief of the Goſpel was (as I 
think every Man's muſt be) grounded 
upon the Authority, or authentick Te- 
"EY 77 the Ge Church. But 
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ay 


if any Man ſhould tell me, (as the Ob- 


jector ſeems to think) that it was St. 


Auguſtine's Opinion that de We an 
implicit Faith to the. Decrees of the. 


Church, and that God allows us no Li- 


berty to examine the Truth of ſuch De- 
crees, by the Rules of Reaſon and 
Holy Scriptures, before we receive them; 
my Anfwer would be, that nothing like 
it has ever yet appear d to me in the 


Works of that Father, or any other 


that lived before, or in a very long 
Time after him; and that if he had ſaid 
ſo in the moſt plain and poſitive Terms, 
his Authority, without that of God, 
would not @ ſufficient to make me 
venture my eternal Salvation upon ſuch 
an Opinion. 
The Objection concludes with theſe 
Wards That as the Church by Ber ſole 
; 4A could make fo notable 4 
noe as the Sabbath, allow'd of. by 
| py Chriftendom: thoug h expreſsly c con- 
tradictcry to the Commandments which 


the Scripture enjoins, and which our 


Savicur confirm'd by his Directions to 
the young Man in the Goſpel. to keep 
the Commandments See Marth. xix, 
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16, 15 by 4 7s. the hk. of he files 
2 5 doubt of the ſame 1 in 
Matters of leſs Moment. If he had on- 
ly called it Hereſy, I am ſo well ac- 
quainted with the Language of the Ro- 

miſh Divines, as not much to have re- 
garded it; and 1 have already given 
you the true Notion of an Heretich, 
from the Words of St. Paul. But to 
bring the Charge of Infidelity, and the 
worſt of Infidelity, againſt a Man (he 
does not ſay for denying, but only) = ” = 
doubting of the Authority of the Church, 
is ſuch Uncharitableneſs as the Objec- 4 
tor cannot juſtify even upon his own * 
Principles. For if a Man believes and 
profeſſes all that the Church (and even 

the Church of Rome ) requires to be be- 
lieved and profeſſed in order to his Ad- 
miſſion into her Communion by the 
4 | Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm (as by what . 
L have quoted out of the Roman Ritual, 
in my Adareſs, § 4, 5, 6. it is manifeſt 
„every fincere Proteſtant does) will any 
good Chriſtian look upon him as an [2 
al; becauſe he doubts: of (or even 
10 ©} denies) the Authority which the Church 


P of Rome (under a falſe Pretence of be- 
F oo Wn. | ing; 


(#3 © 


ing the Univerſal or Catbolicꝶ Church ) 


4 lays Claim to, of determining the Mean- | 


ing and Truth of Doctrines, and impo- 
ſing them upon all Chriſtians to be re- 


ceived and be believed, under the Pe- 


nalty of eternal Damnation? 

But ſince he lays ſo very great a Streſs 
upon this laſt Part of his Objection, I 
ſuppoſe that both you and he will ex- 
pect that I ſhould ꝑive a very clear and 


diſtinct Anſwer to it: Which I think 
may very eaſily be done, upon the com- 


mon Principles in which all Chriſtians, 


1 that I know of, do agree. 
Of the Commandment, which God | 
gave to the People of Tirael for the 


Obſervation of the Sabbath day, ſome 
Part is Moral; that is to ſay, good in 
it ſelf, and neceſſarily grounded upon 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things ; and 


conſequently of perpetual and unalte- 
rable Obligation. Thus it is, and al- 


ways muſt be the Duty of every Man, 
who 1s a rational Creature, to ſet apart 


Tome proper Proportion of the Time 
which God has given him ; not only 
to offer up his private Devotions to his 
. ſupreme Lord and Creator, but alſo 


to 


e 
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to honout. and worſhip him 57 
in Conjunction with others, ee he 
finds diſpoſed after this Manner to . = 
and ſerve him. Nor is any Change or 1 
Alteration made or pretended to bo: 


IE. E LES. a. 


made in this [moral] Part of the Com 
mandment, by the Chriſtian Church or; 
Religion. And that ſome Part of this 
ſme Commandment is [not moral] hut 
only of; pqſitive Inſtitution, that is to- 
ſay, good, not by any neceſſary, un- 
alterable or natural Goodneſs, but only 
becauſe God has been pleaſed ſo to en- 
act and order, is fully granted by all; 
Chriſtians.z and not, bi IL. can find, 
denied even by the Few themſelves. 
Now- ald h it be altogether ins 
conſiſtent. wort the Holineſs. of God, 
that he ſhould vacate of repeal» atiy/ of 


his moral Laws. or Commandments; 


yet that he may, -without! the Violation: 
of any of his Attributes, annul ot can 
cel any Law or Commandment, even. 
of his own, which is only. of + pglitivs 


Inſtitution! 18 univerſally allowed. andi 1 | 


maintained by all Chiriftians| auchi is in 
itlelf N Contagion f caſonab 
1 5 15 
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As long as any Law of God, which) 


commands or requires a thing of pH. 
tive Inſtitution; as long (Lay) as any 
ſuch Law of God remains in Force; ſo 


long the thing, by it commanded or re- 
quired, is to be looked upon as a Duty, 
and accordingly to be perform'd : Nor 
can any Law of God be repealed by 
any Authority but his own. But when 
one ſuch a Law is repealed or made 
void by God's own Authority; then 
and from thenceforth the thing, which 
formerly was commanded by it, ceaſes 
to bea Duty, and is left at Liberty to be 


done or not done; except when God 
is pleaſed to go farther; and even to for- 


bid a poſitive Inſtitution which qe rn 
he had commanded, 

Whether it be a thing moral, or on- 
y of poſitive Inſtitution, that one Day 
in ſeuen (rather than eight or nine) 
ſhould be: ſet apart for the Service of 


God, I have no Occaſion to enquire: 


For this particular Part of the Com- 

mandment, which enjoined the Obſer- 
vation of the Sabbath- day, has receiv'd 
no Alteration: by the Chriſtian Law. 
But whether this one * ſhould be the 
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fp or laſt, or what other Day of the 
ſeven, was a thing perfectly arbitrary, 


and in the-Power of God to determine 
as he ſhould pleaſe ; and therefore the 
enjoyning of the ſeventh, rather than 5 
any other of that Number of Days, to 


be kept as the Sabbath, was moſt evi- 
dently a thing only of Poſitive n 


lion 

The Reaſon why tho, Ten Gn 
ments are obligatory to Chriſtians, is 
not becauſe they were given to the 


People of {ſrael (for God gave many 


Laws to. that People, which were ne- 


ver intended to lay an Obligation u pon | 
other Nations) but partly becauſe every 


one of theſe Commandments, except 


ſome Part of one of them, is mal, and 


perpetually and unalterably binding e- 
ven by the Law of natural Reaſon; 
and, again more fully, becauſe they are 
all ratified and confirmed by Jeſus 
Chrift our Law giver (as the Objection 
ſets forth) and n made the Law of 
his Church. 
Our Bleſed Sav jeut' 8 Ratification 0 

Col firmation of the Ten Commands 
ments 1.008 not PRE God of the Au- 

1 . _—_ 
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thority of . or 3 any Part 


of theſe Commandments, or any one of 
them, with reſpect to any thing of mere 


Poſitive Institution. therein contained. 


For this is an Authority which always 
did, and ever will ſubſiſt in God, of 
which nothing, no not any Act even of 


his own, can ever be ſuppoſed- to diveſt 


him. . 
The moral Part of- that 8 


ment then which enjoins the Obſerva- 


be repealed or altered by any Autho- 
rity whatever: And as that Part of it, 
which contains no more but the Injunc- 


tion of a poſiti ve Infltution,.. yet, being 
ratified and confirmed by Chriſi, could 
not be repealed or —.— by any Au- 
thority but that of God himſelf; ſo if 


it can be made apperr, that God has 
either altered or repealed it, or any thing 


contained in it; the Obligation of what 
is ſo altered or repealed muſt of neceſ · 
ſity be alſo ſo far altered or repealed as 


to 3 ſuitable to what God has by 
his om Authority thus done: L mean 


always only : with eehte (the eiten 
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That all the po/itive Inſtitutions con- 
tained in the Jeuiſb Law, and, among 


them, the Ss ſe Sabbath, as far 


as it is a poſitive Inſtitution, were by 
the Goſpel utterly aboliſh'd and laid a- 


fide, and no Part of that Law to be re- 


tained but what is purely moral: That 
the Gentile-Chriſtians were under no 

Obligation to obſerve the poſitive Part 
of this ſame Law ; and that, under the 
Goſpel, no Difference is to be made be- 
tween a Few and a Gentile; the Wall 

of Partition that formerly was between 
them being broken down, Eph. ii. 14. 
That this Hand writing of Ordinances 
(as the Apoſtle call it) 7s. blotted out, 

taken out of the Way, and nailed to the 


Croſs of Chriſt (Col. it. 14.) And that 


all theſe: old pofitive Inſtitutions, ſuch 


as Meat, Drink, Holy-days, News 
Moons, and Sabbath-days, were only 


0 Shadew of Things to come, and all of 
them to vaniſh when Chriſt, who is the 


Body, or Subſtance, ſhould appear, (ver, 
16, 17.) to bring Life and Immortality 


to Light through the Goſpel, (2 Tim. i. 


10.) And that being made free from this 


Yoke, abe ſhoald not turn again to fach 
"Oe | weak 
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J 
deaf and beggarly Elements, or defire 
again to be in Bondage to them, (Gal, 
VF. 9.) All this (1 ſay) is fo very plain, / 
both from the whole Tenor of the New a 
Teftament, and many particular Paſſa- I © 
ges init; ſo univerſally believed in I & 
the Chriſtian Church of all Ages and f © 
Places, that no Man ſurely, who calls © 
himſelf a Chriſtian, will offer in the d 
/ h 
And therefore when all that is 0. 
ral, relating to the Sabbath, is fully ! 
retained, and nothing more done in that . 
Matter, but only the appointing of le I © 
firſt Day in every ſeven, to be Fr apart k 
for the Service of God, and holding I * 
publick Aſſemblies for his Worſhip; it I © 
is. moſt manifeſt, that whoever made ll 7 
this Appointment, did not make a Change IN © 
in any Law or Commandment of God 0 
which then ſubſiſted or was in Force, 
(as the Objection would ſuggeſt was 
done) but only made a new Law and a 
new. poſitive Inſtitution where none was 
left in Being. 3 
That the Ground and Reaſon of this 
particular Appointment was a thankful 

| Remembrance of the Reſurrection of 


: 


our 


- 


I 47 ) 
our Bleſſed Lord (which. was upon the 
firſt Day of the Week) is. allowed by 
all: And the univerſal Practice of the 
Chriſtian Church, from the very Be- 
ginning, in the conſtant Obſervation of 
this Day, gives very juſt Cauſe to con- 
clude, that what the Apoſties herein 


1 Authority ; and that the Reaſon of 
its being called the Lord's Day (Rev, 
at i. 10.) was becauſe it was a Day of aur 
% Lord's own Appointment. But let us 
for once ſuppoſe, with the Objection, 


8 that this Eſtabliſhment of the Lord 7 | 
+ N Day, was made by the ſole Authority | 
it 5 Je. 


je i the Church, an 
ge Command or Direction from God or 


LIE any ſpecial 


d Crit, (which indeed is a very hard = 
e, Suppoſition ); yet all that can from 
as thence be inferred is no more than this, 


4 That the Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day is only a Matter of Ecclęfaſtical 


take to be a moſt dangerous Opinion, 
although I own that ſome learned Men 


did, was by the Command of Chrift 
himſelf and conſequently by Gods con 


Diſcipline; and conſequently alterable 
by the Church's Authority, (which 3 


have PU 900 3 that he i 
Nen | 
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(a) 


( and much leſs the Church of Rome, or 


Council of Trent) is infallible in Vat- 
ters of Doctrine; or that, in ſuch Caſes, 
dae owe impli cit "Re th to ber Peers 


(which is what the Objection contends 
for) can never, by any Rules of Rea- 


ſoning, be conciuded from it. 
In Return to my learned Adverſary 
for this Objection of his, I defire you | 


to propoſe the followin ſhort and plain 


Dilemma to him, to which I ſhouid be 


glad to have as fair and clear an An- 


ſwer as I think J have given to the Oh | 
ficulty by him propoſed, 


” Fither God has appointed the Pup 


© to be an infallible Guide to the Chri- 
 « ſtian Church, or he has not. If he 


« has fo appointed him to be an infal- 


* lible Guide; why does he (I mean 
AI the Pope) ſuffer Multitudes to con- 


. © tinue in his Communion (in France 


* and elſewhere) who expreſsly deny 
56 his Infallibility, except it be in Con- 
junction with a General Council? 
% But if God has not ſo appointed him 


for an infallible Guide; why does 


5 * he ſuffer ſo many Tralians and 0- 
1 thers, 
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to live in his Church's Communion, 


* notwithſtanding this falſe Doctrine 
which, in ſuch an important and 
fundamental Point, is taught and 


maintained by them? Or is it not 


© altogether as criminal and Heretical 


« to ſet up a pretended infallible Guide, 
« reject one whom he has appointed? 


I have thus long dwelt upon this Ob- 


jection concerning the Authority of the , 
Church, becauſe I take it to be a very 


material Part of the fundamental Con- 
troverſy between us and the Romani/ts. 
Let it once be proved, that God has 


given Authority to the Catbolicł + 


Church, not only to make Rules for 


Diſcipline, but alſo to decree the Truth 


of Doctrines; and that he requires all 


Men, or all Chriſtians, with an impli- 
cat Faith, to receive fuch. Decrees; 


without any farther Inquiry into the 


Truth of the Doctrines, but only whe- 


ther the Church has ſo decreed them; 
That the Catholic Church is none o- 


(even without a General Council) 


whom God has not appointed, as to 
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with the Pope or Biſhop of Rome; That 
a lawful General Council is fuch a ſuf- 
ficient "Repreſentative of this Church, 
as to have all the Authority which God 
haas given to the Catholic Church; 
That every one of thoſe Councils, by 
which the Romr/ſh Doctrines have been 
decreed, were lawful General Councils, 


and wanted nothing neceſſary to make 


them ſo: And, laſtly, what is the true 


Meaning of each Doctrine which they 
have ſo decreed: Let all and every of 


theſe Things (I fay) be fo full and 
elearly proved and made appear, as to 
give Satisfaction to the Conſcience of 
every ſober and rational Inquirer; and 


then there will ſoon be an End of all 


farther Diſputes about any of theſe 
De&rines, or any other which ſhall 
hereafter in the ſame Manner be de- 
creed. But if the Proof of any one of 
theſe Particulars, (and much more if the 
Proof of all of them) be altogether in- 
ſufficient; I deſire to know . any 
Man can fafely venture. his eternal Sal- 
vation — che Authority of what the 

| Romiſh 


(30 
ther but that Society of Chriſtians wa | 
are in- Obedience _ and Communion 
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ganz Divines are pleaſed to call the 
Catholic Church, by receiving every 


Doctrine, as an Article , Faith, 


which that Church has decreed ſo to be; 


and that for no other Reaſon but only 
becauſe ſhe has fo decreed? | 
The other Objection, which, you 


tell me, my learned Adverſary makes, 


relates only to the worſhipping of the 
Hoſt; which (though a moſt groſs Cor- 


ruption) is only a ſingle Branch of a 


more comprehenſive Controverſy which 
we have with the Church of Rome, And 
therefore I here deſire you again to read 


and well conſider all er 1 have ſaid 


touching that whole Matter, in my 
Addreſs, 8 23, 24, 255 26, 27. 
The Warſhip due to the true God, 


conſiſts in the higheſt Veneration and 


Honour which a — 1onal Creature can 
poſſibly pay to the Supreme Lord and 
Creator of the whole Univerſe: TO 
praiſe him for his infinite Perfection 
and Goodneſs; To return Thanks to 
him for all the Bleſſings, both Tempo- 
ral and Spiritual, that we have received 
from him; To offer up our Prayers to 
him for all that we want; To put our 
E a whole 
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whole Truſt and Confidence in hint; 
and in the moſt profound Manner to 
humble ourſelves before him: All this 
(I fay) and every other Thing that may 
be proper to exprets the greateſt Love 
and Thankfulneſs to him, the greateſt 
Fear of offending him, the greateſt Truſt 
in, and Dependance upon him, with 
every other Duty which we owe him, is 
all comprehended under #bs Werſhip 


due to the true Gol. 


Now the Council of Trent having 
expreſsly decreed, That he Worſhip 
hi,“ 1s due to the true God is to be 
given to the Holy Sacrament of the 
Euchariſt, (Seſſ. 13. Cap. 5.) Before a 
Man can with a clear Conſcience, give 
all this e as they have thus de- 
creed it to iven; or before he can 

thus worſhip the Ho, (as they uſually 
call what they hold to be contained un- 
der the Species of Bread in this Holy 
Sacrament) he certainly ought to be 
well and throughly convinced, not on- 
ly that in this Holy Sacrament, there 
is truly, really. and ſubſtantially the 
Body and Blood, together with the Soul 
end Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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(as the Church of Rome teaches) bor 
alſo that God requires that Chriſt ſhould 
be thus and in this manner wor- 
ſhipped, not only as he reigns in Hea- 
ven, into which he 1s received until the 
Times of the Reſtitution of all Things, 


(Acts ili. 21.) but alſo as he is thus ſ ſup- 
poſed to be] preſent in this Holy Sa- 


crament under the Appearance of read 
and Wine. The learned Objector there- 


fore ought fully and beyond Contra. 


diction, to have proved both theſe Points 
to you, before we could have any Rea- 


ſon to expect that you ſhould ſo much- 


as hearken to what he had to urge out 
of St. Ambroſe or St. Auguſtine, in fa- 

vour of the Worſhip of the Haft. For if 
this Worſhip cannot be ſupported by 
the Authority of God, no other Autho- 

rity upon Earth can be ſufficient for it. 
And here I defire you again to read and 
conſider What upon this Occaſion I 


have briefly ſaid in my Addreſs, 20. 


But let us conſider what he urges from 


St. Ambroſe and St. Auguſtine, 

In the ggth Pſalm, (or the g8th as 
it is numbred in the Julgar Latin) 
v. 7 0 have theſe Words; Exalt ye _ 

© 3 . 


ty 


tbe Lord our God, and wor ſbi at his 
 Foetſtool. In the Latin Tranſlation it 
is rendered Adorate ſcabellum pedum 
eius; that is to ſay, Adore his Foot- 
Aol; upon which laſt Words, you tell 
me, St. Ambroſe thus comments. Per 
| ſeabellum, Terra intelligitur, per Ter- 
ram autem Caro Chriſti, quam hedie 
— quoque in myſteriis adoramus, & quam. 
Abpoftohi in Domino Jeſu, ut ſupra dixi- 
mus, adorarunt. In Engliſh thus. By 
FOOTSTO OL the Earth is meant, 
and by the EARTH the Fleſb ef 
Chriſt, «which at this Day alſo we 
ADORE in the Myſteries, and 
which the Apoſtles ADORED in 
our Lord Jeſus, as.we have above e 
Thus St. Ambroſe expounds theſe Words 
of the Pſalm ; and St. Auguſtine gives 
the ve Lune Expoſition of them, in 
which he alſo makes uſe of theſe Words, 
Nemo autem illam carnem manducat niſi 
prius adoraverit : That is, Now no Man 
eats that Fleſh (meaning the Fleſh of + 
Chriſt) except he firft ADORE 8 
1b. 
Whether theſe pious Fathers do right- 
ly interpret this FO of the Pſalm, 
1 Wa 


— 


CW mY 
F leave you and every Man to judge: 
But, from the Connexion of their Words 
it is moſt plain that they plead. for no 
other Adoration to be given to the Ho- 
ly Sacrament of the Euchariſt, but the 
very ſame which the Pſalmiſt, in thoſe 
Words of his, exhorts Men to give 
unto God's Foot/toof. If therefore you 
mare perſuaded that it was their Opinion 
that the Footſtool of God, (whatever 
the Pſalmiſt means by that Expreſſion) 
was to be. ayored or worſhipped with 
be ſame Worſhip that is due to the 
ue God; you may from thence infer, , 
J that it was alſo their Opinion, that he 
Warſhip due to the true God is to be 
, given to the Holy Sacrament, (or to 
> the Hoſt, as the Church of Rome now |, 
; maintains). But if their Meaning was 
no more than this, that every thing that 
g related to God, and even his Feot/tool 
; itſelf, ought by us his Creatures to be 
1 reſpected with a Holy Reverence, } 
f = (which was the very utmoſt they could 
y ſuppoſe the Pſalmiſt to intend by the 
Ward Adore) their Opinion, in their 
Comment upon the Words which they 
» chus expound, could be no more but 
c 4 ä 
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this, That the Holy Sacrament, wh ih 
18 God's own Ordinance, whereby We 
are made Partakers of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, or of the Benefits of 
that Sacrifice which Chriſi was pleaſed 

to make of himſelf for us, by givi 
his Body to be crucified, and his Blook 
to be ſhed; That this Holy Sacrament 
(I fay); ought by every Chriſtian to be 
look'd upon , as a Divine and Sacred 
Inſtitution, and accordingly to. be re- 
ceived with the n Piety and De- 
votion. 
By this you may eaſily ſee what is 
the utmoſt which you are to underſtand 
by the Word Adore, if you happen to 
meet it, in any other Part of the Wri- 
tings of St. Ambroſe or St. Auguſtine, 
applied to the Bleſſed Sacrament. For 
which Reaſon I need not trouble you 
with any farther Anſwer. to that other 
Quotation out of St. Auguſtine, men- 
tioned in your ſecond Letter, where 
this Word | Adore] is in the ſame man- 
ner made uſe of. 
Certainly no Authority, but that of 
God Himſelf, ought to direct, or can 
* us, hen the Queſtion i 18 _ 
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ing the Objects not only of - Religic ous, 
but D Worſhip. But ſuppoſing 
that the Authority of the Fathers, or 
early Writers of the Chriſtian Church, 
were ſufficient for this Purpoſe; yet 
ſurely, in a Matter of ſuch great Impor- 
tance, their Words ought to be very 
plain and explicit, ſo as to leave no 
Manner of Poubt about their Meaning; 
or elſe (at this Diſtance of Time eſpe- 
cially) they cannot give any Sort of Sa- 
tisfaction to the Conſcience of him 
that relies upon them. If therefore our 
learned Adverfary fhall preſs you with 
any more Quotations of the like Nas 
ture with theſe which you have men- 
tioned in your Letters; firſt defire him 
to prove ms Pom? clearly b oy due Hoy 
Scri ptures, which are che only Autben. 
tick Record that God has been pleaſed 
to leave us of his Will, over and above 
that which every Man carries: about 
him in his own Reafon and Conſcience: 
And if, after this, you have-a Mind to 
hear What the Fathers ſay, take care 
you be not deceived by the Ambiguity 
of any Word or Expreſſion. Some 
| Words have a great Latipuale and ſome 
a great 
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a great V. . in 1 Signification; 3 
and the moſt uſual Senſe of a Word in 
one Age ſometimes. differs/from what 
it was in another. For which Reaſon; 
if good Attendence be not given to the 
Scope, Drift, and Defign of a Writer, 


or if you are not well acquainted with 
the Way of Expreflion, and Circum- 


ſtances of Things that perhaps were pe- 


culiar t the Time in which he lived, 


you may often be deceived or impoſed | 


upen touching his Meaning. 


This Letter is grown very much lon- 
ger than at firſt I thought it would 

ve been, or perhaps is neceſſary in 
ſo plain a Caſe. But ſince I am upon 
this Subject, J cannot but deſire you 


to all our learned Addecrſary one verr 


plain Queſtion, which is this, If it had 


been the conſtant and eee re- 
ceived Practice of the Chriſtian Church, 


all along from the Days of the Apoſtles, 
to give unto the Hot or Holy Sacra- 


ment of the Euchariſt, the ſame Mor- 
ip that is due to the true God, and 
' the ſame which the Church of Rome 


now gives unto it: What imaginable 


Occaſion could there be for . pane 
er 
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der of Pope Honorius, in or about the 
Year 1216. (of which I have taken No- 


tice in my Addreſs, F. 26) That all 
Prieſts freald teach their People reve- 
rently to bw when the Hoſt ſhould be 
elevated or carried to the Sick ? As you 


may find it ſet down in the Canon-Law, 


Decret. Greg. Tit. 23 6. 10. 


I have 2 — given a full, and, I think, 
a very ſufficient Anſwer to my Adver- 


ſary's Objections. I beſeech GOD to 
bring him into the right Way, and to 
enlighten all our Minds that we may 


diſcern what is true, and reject all Er- ; 
rors: Which is the hearty Prayer of, 


Your, &c. 


Epw. TUAM. 
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I. RE Divine Authority of Church 3 


ment and Epiſcopacy, ſtated and aſſerted 


| upon Principles common to all Chriſtians ;- preachd 
at the Coniecration of the Lord Biſhop of Curt and 


Rabe. April 2. 1710. Price 44. 


II. A Sermon preach'd before the Houſe of 8 
mons at St. Andrew's Sc Dablin, October 23. 


177 1. Price 34. 


III. The true Churckimnan® ſet i ina juſt and clear 
Light; or an Eſſay towards a right Character of a 


faithful Son of the Edabliſh'd Church. Price 4 4. 
IV. Keligion try'd by the Lelt of ſober and im- 

partial Reaſon. Price 6d. 

V. Eternal Salvation the only End wad Deſign 


of Religion. In a Sermon preach'd at the Pariſh- 


Church of St. Varburgb, Dublin, on Sunday Odlo. 3. 
7 1 ee 24. - 

VI. A plain and eaſy. Mathod, 1 a Man of 
moderate Capacity may arrive at full Satistaction in 
all Things that concern his everlaſting Salvation. To 


which is added, a Paraphraſe on St. Atkanaſius's Creed. 
Price 6 . 


VII. The Rule of Self: Examination, or, the only 


Way of baniſhing Doubts and Scruples, and directing 


the Conſcience in the Satis factory Practice of all Chri- 
ſtian Duties. Price 44. 
VIII. St. Paul Deſcription of his own Religion, 


opened and explained. Price 4 4. 


IX. A Brief Diſcourſe of the Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the Uſe that is to be made of them; with 
an Appendix, i in which from the Principles laid down or 
ſuggelled in the Diſcourſe, an Anſwer is given to three 


important Queſtions; the Determination whereof 
would much conduce to the reſtoring of Communion 


between different Churches. Toon 44 or 117. 5 5. of 
Hundred. - 


Theſe written by the moſt Reverend Dr. Edward Sate, 
late rage OY * Tuam n Ireland. 
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